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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Kentucky Department for Public Health (KDPH) strongly supports the Northern Kentucky Independent District Health Department (NKIDHD) in their response to recent individual cases of Zika virus in residents of the northern Kentucky region.  NKIDHD followed state guidance in responding to these cases and worked effectively to prevent risk of Northern Kentucky residents contracting Zika virus through their response.  The Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA) is working closely with KDPH and NKIDHD as part of the state’s mosquito control efforts.  

Part of the standard response to any Zika virus positive person identified in Kentucky is for KDPH to investigate the environment surrounding the patient’s home and, if mosquito breeding areas are identified or a high mosquito burden is found, a request may be made to the Kentucky Department of Agriculture for mosquito control.  The reason for doing this is to reduce the risk of mosquitos becoming infected by biting a Zika virus-infected person so that they cannot transmit the virus to others in the area. 

KDA conducts mosquito spraying regularly across Kentucky in response to citizen complaints. In calls responding to the Zika virus situation, KDA follows the same protocols as it does for regular citizen complaints.  If mosquito control is deemed to be warranted, KDA sprays in the general area where the case person lives in order to reduce the mosquito population, keeping mosquitos in the area from becoming infected.  The products used by KDA meet stringent standards and are registered for use by the Environmental Protection Agency. 

The measures taken by KDPH when a Zika virus-positive individual is identified include educating the patient about methods to keep from being bitten by mosquitos,  to prevent sexual transmission of the virus to others, and investigation of the environment for mosquito breeding grounds.  These measures, along with the mosquito abatement program implemented by KDA, are designed to reduce risk to the population and prevent spread of Zika virus.  

It is important to note that no known transmission of Zika virus via mosquitos has occurred in Kentucky to date. All confirmed cases of Zika virus in Kentucky have been associated with travel to affected countries.

The identity of any Zika virus-positive individual must be protected due to federal and state HIPAA laws. Therefore, no identification of the areas being sprayed or the location of a Zika virus case person is given out to local authorities or the public. Even identifying the general area where spraying will occur makes identification of a traveler possible.  This does not increase the risk of Zika virus infection to anyone, but allows public health officials to maintain the anonymity of cases while preventing further spread of disease.  
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